
Is this all there is?

A Cry for something More



Defining Maturity
My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is 

formed in you, how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, 
because I am perplexed about you! (Ga 4:19-20 - NIV)

Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ. (Eph 4:13 - NIV)

Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become 
blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe (Php 
2:14-15 - NIV)

We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so 
that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. (Col 1:28 - NIV)

Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the 
teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by 
constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. (Heb 
5:13-14 - NIV)



Defining Maturity

Are you a growing Christian (not just a Christian) – moving 
toward maturity in Christ? You can be young only once – but 
you can be immature for a long, long time.  The problem with 
most churches is that we have people who have been born but 
they cease to grow. (Adrian Rogers)

Most of the truly important skills we learn in life come through 
training, practice, and tradition or community (Finding our 
Way Again, Brian McLaren)



Defining Maturity

Jesus said, “Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
(Mt 28:19 - NIV)



Knowing God

Content/Information About God

TO

Intimacy with God



Knowing God

37Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law 
and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” (Mt 22:37-40 - NIV)



Knowing God

Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.  (Eph 4:13 - NIV)

We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may 
present everyone perfect in Christ. (Col 1:28 -
NIV)



Knowing God

We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain 
because you are slow to learn. 12In fact, though by this 
time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over 
again. You need milk, not solid food! 13Anyone who 
lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted 
with the teaching about righteousness. 14But solid food 
is for the mature, who by constant use have trained 
themselves to distinguish good from evil. (Heb 5:11-14 
- NIV)



Transparency

Closed

TO

Open



Transparency

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
(Eph 5:21 - NIV)

What then shall we say, brothers? When you come 
together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of 
instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation. All of these must be done for the 
strengthening of the church. (1 Co 14:26 - NIV)



Transparency
Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ… 15Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will in all things grow up into him who is 
the Head, that is, Christ...  (Eph 4:13-16 - NIV)

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and 
speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body. (Eph 4:25 - NIV)



Transparency
These are the things you are to do: Speak the 

truth to each other, and render true and 
sound judgment in your courts (Zec 8:16 - NIV)



Character
Self-Serving

TO

God-Honoring



Character
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me 

and know my anxious thoughts. 24See if there 
is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting. (Ps 139:23-24 - NIV)



Character
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who 

are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the 
law of sin and death… 5For those who live according to 
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit… 13For if you live according to the flesh you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. (Ro 8:1-13 - NKJV)



Character
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust 

of the flesh. 17For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one 
another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. (Ga
5:16-17 - NKJV)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control. 
Against such there is no law. 24And those who are Christ’s 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If 
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26Let us 
not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 
another. (Ga 5:22-26 - NKJV)



Character
You were taught, with regard to your former way 

of life, to put off your old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be 
made new in the attitude of your minds; 24and 
to put on the new self, created to be like God 
in true righteousness and holiness. (Eph 4:22-
24 - NIV)



Character
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 

nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry… (Col 3:5ff. - NIV)

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and 
forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all 
these virtues put on love… 17And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
(Col 3:12-17 - NIV)



Purpose

Confusion

TO

Clarity



Purpose
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, 

to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 
2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will…  
6We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
us… (Ro 12:1-8 - NIV)



Purpose
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have 

faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 17In 
the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead. (Jas 2:14, 17 - NIV)



Purpose
… 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will 
last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask 
in my name. 17This is my command: Love each other. 
(Jn 15:8-17 - NIV)



Purpose
But whatever was to my profit I now consider 

loss for the sake of Christ. (Php 3:7 - NIV)

We take captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ. (2 Co 10:5b - NIV)



Purpose
We were created to praise, reverence, and serve God our 

Lord, and by this means to experience salvation…

For this it is necessary that we become indifferent to all 
created things so that, on our part, we want not health 
rather than sickness, riches rather than poverty, honor 
rather than dishonor, long rather than short life, and so in 
all the rest; desiring and choosing only what helps us 
praise, reverence, and serve God.  This detachment comes 
only if we have a stronger attachment; therefore our one 
dominating desire and fundamental choice must be to life 
in the loving presence and wisdom of Christ, our Savior.  
(Ignatius of Loyola)  



Purpose

The Prayer of Surrender

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my 
intellect, and all my willτall that I have and 
possess.  You gave them to me: to you, Lord, I 
return them.  All is yours, dispose of all according to 
your will.  Give me only your love and grace, for 
these are enough for me.
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