


Abide in me, Holy  
Spirit, so that I may 

abide in you and  
your love. Amen. 





Inhabiting The Story 

- 15th Sunday of Normal Time 
- 



The Kingdom of God 
Not Yet 

 
 

 
 

Yet 
 
 

Fulfilling our calling: to bear the 
image and to restore the image.  







BCC Directional Statement 
 (or…Why do we exist as a church?) 

 

The WHY: to bring glory to the Trinitarian God by 

making Him visible to those who are still unreconciled 
with Him through our words and deeds.  
 

The How: An increasing transformation into the 

likeness of the Son; increasing Spiritual Maturity. 
 

The Context: We endeavor to operate in this age as 

we are destined to do in the next…in unity!  





Now you are the body of Christ, and 
each one of you is a part of it.   

 Youth Ministry 
 Children's Ministry 
 Management 
 Praise Ministry 
 Outreach 
 Body Life 
 Care 
 Finance 
 Teaching  
 Hospitality/Greeting 





 I have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you do 
not believe; how then will 

you believe if I speak of 
heavenly things? John 3:12 



1. Creation was ex nihlo 

2. Creation was not arbitrary 

3. God remains in close relationship to his creation 

4. Because God remains involved: 
     a. conservation and preservation 
     b. providence and redemption 

5. Creation is good 

6. Humanity's special place in creation (imago dei) 

7. Because of the imago dei, activity requires an  
    ethical response 



'Evolution is unproved and 
unprovable but we believe it 

because the only alternative is 
special creation and that is 

unthinkable',  
 

Sir Arthur Keith 

 



“Here is a final paradox. Recent work on 
early modern science has demonstrated a 
direct (and positive) relationship between 

the resurgence of the Hebraic, literal 
exegesis of the Bible in the Protestant 

Reformation, and the rise of the empirical 
method in modern science. I’m not 

referring to wooden literalism, but the 
sophisticated literal-historical hermeneutics 

that Martin Luther and others (including 
Newton) championed.”   Stephen Snobelen 







Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and 

renew a right spirit 
within me. Amen.  




