


You have turned my mourning 
into dancing; you have taken 
off my sackcloth and clothed 
me with joy, so that my soul 
may praise you and not be  

silent. O Lord, I will give  
thanks to you forever. Amen. 





Inhabiting The Story 

- Week 3 of Easter - 





1. I don’t bring 
anything to 
the table; I'm 
poor! 
 
2. To follow 
means to 
trust; to take a 
leap of faith. 
 





For from time to 
time those who 
owned land or 

houses sold them, 
brought the 

money from the 
sales and put it at 
the apostles’ feet, 

and it was 
distributed to 

anyone who had 
need. Acts 4:34-35 





Sanhedrin meeting in the  
Hall of Hewn Stones 





The Martyrdom of St. Stephen by Gabriel-
Jules Thomas (1863), front door of Saint-

Étienne-du-Mont (“St. Stephen in the 
Mountain") church 





For we have heard him say that this 
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and change the customs Moses handed 

down to us.   Acts 6:14 
 

Finally two came forward and declared, 
“This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy 

the temple of God and rebuild it in three 
days.’   Matthew 26:61 



Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know 

what they are doing.”  
Luke 23:34 

 
“Father, into your hands I 

commit my spirit.” Luke 23:46 
 
 



Now if we are children, 
then we are heirs—heirs 
of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share 
in his sufferings in order 

that we may also share in 
his glory.  Romans 8:17 



The Stoning 
of Stephen 

by Peter 
Webb, 2013 



For the joy set before 
him he endured the 
cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the 

throne of God. Hebrews 
12:2 



And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 

the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 



You make known to me the path of 
life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence, with eternal pleasures at 

your right hand.  Psalm 16:11 





CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s mercy is deeper than the depths 
of the sea, and God’s grace is wider than 
the whole of the earth. Trusting in that 
mercy and that grace, let us make our 
confession, before God and each other, 
first in silent prayer. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 



Holy God, we can be so full of fear 
at times – afraid of the unknown; 
afraid of what is beyond our 
control; afraid of what is strange to 
us.  And we know that fear stops us 
in our tracks, hinders our action, 
and gives excuse for not doing what 
you call us to do and what you 
empower us to do.   



So we pray that you will give us 
courage, O God.  Give us strong 
hearts and open hands, that we 
might set aside our fear, and 
walk confidently into this world 
you have made.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  Amen. 



Hear the Good News: we are forgiven! 
We are set free to go out into the world 
and be the loving, gracious, hopeful 
people of God! 
 

Alleluia! Amen. 





Christ has died; Christ 
is risen; Christ will 

come again!  





Oh God, whose blessed Son made 
himself known to his disciples in 
the breaking of the bread: Open 

the eyes of our faith, that we may 
behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.  




