


Lord Jesus, true source of all  
life, sustain me like a vine  

sustains its branches; for only  
by staying close to you can I  

lead a life worthy of you, only 
by abiding in you can I bear  
fruit pleasing to you. Amen.  





Inhabiting The Story 

- Week 5 of Easter - 



Yet it was the Lord’s 
will to crush him and 
cause him to suffer   

Isaiah 53:10 



We were created to praise,  
reverence and serve God our  

Lord, and by this means to  
experience salvation and joy. 

 
True or False 



All things on earth are created for 
us and to help us praise,  

reverence, and serve God. We are 
to use them as much as they help 
us in this service, and ought to rid 
ourselves of anything that hinders 

our service.  
 

True or False 











long life rather than short life 



 I know what it is to be in need, and 
I know what it is to have plenty. I 
have learned the secret of being 

content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want. I 
can do all this through him who 

gives me strength.   
Philippians 4:12-13 













Simeon – mentioned twice in 

the New Testament referring to 
Peter 
 

Simon – mentioned 75 times 

in the New Testament referring 
to Peter 





1st century 
graffiti of 
Christians 

eating together 



For the joy set before 
him he endured the 
cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the 

throne of God. Hebrews 
12:2 



For the joy set 
before him he 

endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the 

right hand of the 
throne of God. 
Hebrews 12:2 

62 A.D. 



I wrote to you in my letter not to associate 
with sexually immoral people—not at all 
meaning the people of this world who are 
immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters. In that case you would have to 
leave this world. But now I am writing to 
you that you must not associate with 
anyone who claims to be a brother or sister 
but is sexually immoral or greedy, an 
idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. 
Do not even eat with such people. 



Lord, God of heaven and earth, how 
your heart must grieve over the 
dissension and hate in the world! You 
want unity here on earth, among your 
children, so the world will know that 
you are a God of love. Instead, we 
manifest selfishness, dissent, criticism, 
and hatred.   Create unity in me. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 



I confess my prejudice toward others 
who don't think like I think. I confess 
my jealousy and resentment toward 

others who have more than me. I 
confess my anger toward others who 
behave differently than I think they 
should. I confess my excuses and my 

blame-shifting of my perspectives and 
beliefs because I think other people are 

worse than me. 



That creates disunity. 
 

I want your Spirit to reign in our 
lives, causing love and unity 

toward all people, regardless of 
politics, religion, race, economics, 

or anything else. 
 



Create unity in our church. 
I confess our selfishness because we 
care more about what church gives 
us than we do about giving 
ourselves to mission. I confess our 
petty bickering about politics, 
because we care more about the 
kingdom of men than the kingdom 
of God. 



I confess our vanity because we care 
more about appearances, success, 
and vibe than we do about 
worshiping you. 
I confess our arrogance toward our 
leaders because we care more about 
being in charge than we do about 
supporting the leaders God's 
already put in charge. 



Create in us a clean heart, O God. 
May we reflect the unity of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
In Jesus' name, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and for the glory of the 
Father. Amen. 





Christ has died; Christ 
is risen; Christ will 

come again!  





Lord Jesus, thank you for 
choosing me and changing me, 

even as you chose and 
changed your servant Paul; 
continue your transforming 

work in me this day as I seek 
to stay close to you, my source 

of love and joy. Amen. 




