


As a steward of your manifold grace, O 
Lord, I offer myself to serve others 

with the gifts I have received from you 
so that you may be glorified in all 
Things through Jesus Christ. For 

speaking with truth and grace, O Lord, 
I need your Word; for serving with 

equity and love, I need your strength; 
for enduring any sufferings that may 

come, I need you Spirit. Amen 





Inhabiting The Story 

- The Serving and Suffering Community- 





1 Peter 4: 7-11 
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and  
of sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above all, love  

each other deeply, because love covers over a  
multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another  

without grumbling.10 Each of you should use  
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as  

faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.   
11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who  

speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they  
should do so with the strength God provides, so that  
in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 
To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

















1 Peter 4: 12-19 
 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
that has come on youto test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch 
as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you 
are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on 
you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or 
thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a 
meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not 
be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 
 
 

 
 



17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 
household; and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be 
saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s 
will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator 
and continue to do good. 







stay in your lane, yo 
 

me: 













The call to confession is always a call to 
experience God’s mercy. In admitting the 
truth of our loves to our loving Creator, we 
open ourselves to the experience of grace 
and healing. Trusting in that divine love, let 
us confess, first in silence. 
 

(in silence confess your sins) 
 



Holy One: at times when we hear the bad 
news of the world, it is as though we’ve been 
in the middle of a bad dream, and then we 
turn over and go back to sleep, ignoring the 
plight of your children. It is hard to see tragedy 
and suffering. It is hard to admit whatever 
responsibility we might have in the plagues of 
the world. It is hard to work for the good when 
the good seems so far off. So help us, dear 
Lord. Give us courage to see clearly.  



Give us strength to do our part. Give us grace 
to forgive others and ourselves. And give us 
faith to follow you. This is our prayer, offered 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Friends, hear the good news: Jesus calls us 
follow him, and he will not lead us astray. His 
path is one of forgiveness and renewal. Know 
that you are forgiven, and so you are ready to 
go out and serve. 
 
Alleluia! Amen. 



Christ has died; Christ 
is risen; Christ will 

come again!  





O righteous and gracious Lord, let 
me behold your face this week. 

Amen. 




