
Not to me, O Lord, not to me, 
but to your name give glory,  

for the sake of your steadfast  
love and your faithfulness; I  
stand in awe of you, O Lord,  

and in you I put my trust.  
Amen 



Inhabiting the Story 

- 20th Sunday of Normal Time - 



The Lord showed him a piece of wood. 
He threw it into the water, and the 

water became fit to drink. 

Marah  = bitter 



Elim in the Dessert of Shur 





Moses striking Water from the Rock 
Valerio Castello (Genoa 1624-1659) 

 





Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid. God has 

come to test you, so that the 
fear of God will be with you 
to keep you from sinning.” 





1580-1590, Marten van Valckenborch 



For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, 
brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under 

the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 

the sea. They all ate the same spiritual food and drank 
the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the 

spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock 
was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with 

most of them; their bodies were scattered in the 
wilderness. Now these things occurred as examples to 
keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they 

did.  Do not be idolaters, as some of them were. 
1 Corinthians 10:1-6 



Today, if you hear his 
voice, do not harden your 
hearts as you did in the 
rebellion,  during the time 
of testing in the 
wilderness, where your 
ancestors tested and tried 
me,  though for forty years 
they saw what I did.  
That is why I was angry 
with that generation;    
Hebrews 3 

Today, if only you would 
hear his voice, “Do not 
harden your hearts as 
you did at Meribah,  as 
you did that day at 
Massah in the wilderness, 
where your ancestors 
tested me; they tried me, 
though they had seen 
what I did. For forty years 
I was angry with that 
generation;   Psalm 95 





Whoever has ears, let them hear 
what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To the one who is 
victorious, I will give some of the 

hidden manna. I will also give that 
person a white stone with a new 

name written on it, known only to 
the one who receives it.   

Revelation 2:17 



Let me, O Lord, be a faithful 
steward so that on the last day I 
might hear you say, “Well done, 
trustworthy servant; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, 
I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your 

master.” Amen. 


