
Come and be present with me  
today, 0 Lord; make the raging  
storm be still, hush the waves  

around me; bring me in peace to  
the haven I desire. Amen.  



Inhabiting The Story 

- Epiphany - 



Chapters 1-12 

The Institutions of 
Judaism (ch. 2-4) 
 Ritual Purification 
 The Temple 
 A Rabbi 
 A Holy Well 

The Festivals of 
Judaism (ch. 5-10) 
• Sabbath 
• Passover 
• Tabernacles 
• Dedication 

The Light shines 
in the darkness 



He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not recognize 

him. He came to that which was his own, but his 
own did not receive him.  John 1:10-11 











Jesus Healing the Son of an Officer, Joseph-Marie Vien, 1752 



Come 
down, for 
my child 

dies! Go, for 
your son 

lives! 



follow…come and see…stay and remain 



Temple 



The Healing 
of the 

Cripple of 
Bethesda 

 
Pieter 

Aertsen,  
1575 

 





“See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you!” 



Therefore confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be 

healed.   James 5:16 

For those who eat and drink without 
discerning the body of Christ eat and drink 
judgment on themselves. That is why many 

among you are weak and sick, and a number 
of you have fallen asleep.  1 Corinthians 11:29-30 



Chapters 1-12 

The Institutions of 
Judaism (ch. 2-4) 
 Ritual Purification 
 The Temple 
 A Rabbi 
 A Holy Well 

The Festivals of 
Judaism (ch. 5-10) 
• Sabbath 
• Passover 
• Tabernacles 
• Dedication 

The Light shines 
in the darkness 



Christ at the 
Pool of 

Bethesda 
 

William 
Hogarth 

(1697–1764) 



But these are written 
that you may believe 

that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that by 
believing you may have 

life in his name.    
John 20:31 



Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they 

may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us.   1 Peter 2:12 



“Does the world ignore and tolerate the 
church for the right reasons? Does the 

world ignore the church out of 
goodwill? Or has the church often given 
the world too little too reject, too little 

witness, too few challenges, a too small 
God and a harmless Jesus?”    

Pg. 39, Craig Hovey, To Share in the Body 



If societal laws or systems distort 
or twist God’s law, do they 

deserve to be broken?  



The 
Kingdom 
of Light 

and Love 

Hope in 
“heavenly” 
kingdoms 

Hope in 
earthly 

kingdoms 

“From Above” 

HATE HATE idolatry idolatry 



follow…come and see…stay and remain 



I thank you, O Lord, for your 
steadfast love and for all your 

wonderful works to humankind; I 
will extol you in the congregation of 
your people and proclaim you to all 

those around me. Amen.  


