
You have turned my mourning into  
dancing; you have taken off my  

sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 
so that my soul may praise you and 

not be silent. O Lord, I will give  
thanks to you forever. Amen. 



Inhabiting The Story 

- Week 3 of Easter - 



Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like 
a trumpet. Declare to my people their rebellion and to 
the descendants of Jacob their sins. For day after day 
they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that does what is right and 
has not forsaken the commands of its God. They ask 

me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come 
near them. ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you 
have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, 

and you have not noticed?’ 



“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 
and exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends in 

quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with 
wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and 

expect your voice to be heard on high. Is this the kind 
of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble 

themselves? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a 
reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that 

what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 



The Second Miraculous Draught of Fishes 
James Tissot 1886-1894 



What does it mean to believe in the 
resurrection as an historical event?  

 

How should we live our lives knowing 
that we will receive an eternal 

resurrection body as well?  
 

How does Christ’s Spirit in us transform 
us into loving the way he loved? 



The Conversion Of Saint Paul 
Bertholet Flemal (1614-1675) 



The Incredulity of Saint Thomas  
by Caravaggio, 1602  

Then Jesus told him, 
“Because you have 
seen me, you have 

believed; blessed are 
those who have not 
seen and yet have 

believed.”   
John 20:29 



“And when the 
blood of your 

martyr Stephen was 
shed, I [Saul] stood 

there giving my 
approval and 

guarding the clothes 
of those who were 

killing him.”   
Acts 22:20 



But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from 
house to house, he dragged off both men and women 

and put them in prison.  Acts 8:3 



 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming 
into the world. He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  

John 1:10-11 



I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my 
own age among my people and was extremely 

zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 
Galatians 1:14 



The true light, which 
enlightens everyone… 





1. Divine Initiative 
 

For God, who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” 
made his light shine in our 

hearts to give us the light of 
the knowledge of God’s 

glory displayed in the face 
of Christ.  2 Corinthians 4:6 



2. Personal Encounter 
 

       Now this is eternal life:                           

   that they know you, the only    

    true God, and Jesus Christ,  

        whom you have sent.  
                    John 17:3 

 
“Eternal life is not so much everlasting life as 
personal knowledge of the Everlasting One.” 



3. Surrender to Lordship of Jesus 
 

     Conversion is not a decision,  
      nor a commitment, but a  
      surrender to the supreme  
             authority of Jesus.  
 
For what we preach is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. 2 Corinthians 4:5 



4. Importance of the Body 
 

For we were all baptized by 
one Spirit so as to form one 

body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and 
we were all given the one 

Spirit to drink.  
1 Corinthians 12:13 



5. A commission to witness 
 

We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though 

God were making his 
appeal through us.  
2 Corinthians 5:20 



Paul’s last journey to 
stand trial in Rome 



Trial of the Apostle Paul, Nikolai Bodarevsky, 1875 





Conversion of St Paul by Mattia Preti, 
altarpiece at the Mdina Cathedral, 1682 

There was an 
estate nearby 

that belonged to 
Publius, the chief 

official of the 
island.  Acts 28:7 



For I am already being poured 
out like a drink offering, and 
the time for my departure is 
near. I have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. Now there 
is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award 

to me on that day. 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 



You will know how 
people ought to conduct 

themselves in God’s 
household, which is the 
church of the living God, 
the pillar and foundation 

of the truth.    
1 Timothy 3:15 



We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We 
always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 
For we who are alive are always being given  
over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may  
also be revealed in our mortal body.  So then,  
death is at work in us, but life is at work in  
you.  2 Corinthians 4:7-12 



Oh God, whose blessed Son made 
himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of the bread: Open the eyes of 
our faith, that we may behold him in all 

his redeeming work; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  


