
Lord God, Creator of all things, it is your plan 
to make known your great wisdom to the  

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places  
through your church, in accordance with  
your eternal purpose carried out in Christ  
Jesus our Lord, whom you raised from the  

dead for your eternal glory. Amen.  



Inhabiting The Story 

- Week 4 of Easter - 



“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like 
a trumpet. Declare to my people their rebellion and to 
the descendants of Jacob their sins. For day after day 
they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that does what is right and 
has not forsaken the commands of its God. They ask 

me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come 
near them. ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you 
have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, 

and you have not noticed?’ 



“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 
and exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends in 

quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with 
wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and 

expect your voice to be heard on high. Is this the kind 
of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble 

themselves? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a 
reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that 

what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 



“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose 
the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 



Christ Appears on the Shore of Lake Tiberias 
James Tissot 1886-1894  



35 AD               Saul is converted 
46-48 AD         Paul’s First Missionary Journey 
50-52 AD         Paul’s Second Missionary Journey 
53-57 AD         Pau’s Third Missionary Journey 
62-67 AD         Paul’s Fourth Missionary Journey 











The Lord opened her 
heart to respond to 

Paul’s message. 













“Believe in 
the Lord 

Jesus, and 
you will be 
saved—you 

and your 
household.” 





Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know 
that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 1 Peter 5:9 



follow…come and see…stay and remain 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love 
and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 

in this way, dear friends!   Philippians 4:1 



Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy 
of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or 

only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you 
stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the 
faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by 
those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will 
be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 

For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 
believe in him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going 
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that 

I still have.  Philippians 1:27-30 





Road to Emmaus,  Peter Webb, 2008  



May the God of peace, who brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, make us complete in 

everything good so that we may do his will, 
working among us that which is pleasing in 
his sight through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

the glory forever and ever. Amen.  


