
Praise the Lord! Let all in the heavens – angel  
hosts, shining stars, towering clouds – praise  
your name, O Lord; for you commanded and  

they were created. Let all on the earth – sea and 
mountain, wind and snow, wild lands and  

wildlife, men and women – praise your name,  
O Lord; for your name alone is exalted. Your  
glory surpasses heaven and earth. Praise the  

Lord! Amen. 



Inhabiting The Story 

- Week 5 of Easter - 



“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like 
a trumpet. Declare to my people their rebellion and to 
the descendants of Jacob their sins. For day after day 
they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that does what is right and 
has not forsaken the commands of its God. They ask 

me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come 
near them. ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you 
have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, 

and you have not noticed?’ 



“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 
and exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends in 

quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with 
wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and 

expect your voice to be heard on high. Is this the kind 
of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble 

themselves? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a 
reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that 

what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 



“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose 
the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it 

not to share your food with the hungry and to 
provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you 
see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away 

from your own flesh and blood? 





Artist unknown 





Epicurus 341–270 BC, 
founded Epicureanism 

Zeno of Citium 334 – 262 BC, 
founded Stoicism 



6th century BC Cretan 
philosopher Epimenides  

3rd century BC Cilician Stoic 
philosopher Aratus 





The Hosios Loukas 
walled monastery 



 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ 
to further the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge 

of the truth that leads to godliness—in the hope of 
eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised 
before the beginning of time, and which now at his 

appointed season he has brought to light through the 
preaching entrusted to me by the command of God 

our Savior.  Titus 1:1-3 



One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: 
“Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy 

gluttons.” This saying is true. Therefore 
rebuke them sharply, so that they will be 

sound in the faith. Titus 1:12-13  



Religion: 
“A commitment 
or devotion to a 

faith; or, an 
institutionalized 

system of 
attitudes, 

beliefs, and 
practices.” 





A people who continually 
provoke me to my very face, 
offering sacrifices in gardens 

    and burning incense on 
altars of brick.  Isaiah 65:3 



follow…come and see…stay and remain 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed 
in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have 

not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them?  Romans 10:14 
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Road to Emmaus,  Peter Webb, 2008  



Lord Jesus, thank you for choosing me 
and changing me, even as you chose 

and changed your servant Paul; 
continue your transforming work in me 
this day as I seek to stay close to you, 

my source of love and joy. Amen. 


