
You, O Lord, are King! Let the planet  
itself rejoice, let the cosmos proclaim  
your righteousness, let all the people  
behold your glory, for you, O Lord, are 

most high over all creation, you are  
exalted above all powers; praise and  
allegiance belong to you, Almighty  

King!. Amen.  



Inhabiting The Story 

- Week 7 of Easter - 



“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose 
the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it 

not to share your food with the hungry and to provide 
the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the 
naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from 

your own flesh and blood? Then your light will break 
forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly 

appear; then your righteousness will go before you, 
and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 



Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will 
cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. “If you do 

away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing 
finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves 

in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, 

and your night will become like the noonday. 



When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 



Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will 
cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. “If you do 

away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing 
finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves 

in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, 

and your night will become like the noonday. 



35 AD               Saul is converted 
46-48 AD         Paul’s First Missionary Journey 
50-52 AD         Paul’s Second Missionary Journey 
53-57 AD         Pau’s Third Missionary Journey 
62-67 AD         Paul’s Fourth Missionary Journey 

Paul in prison 
writing the letter 
to the Philippian 

church. 









Christianity means community through 
Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. No Christian  

community is more or less than this. 
Whether it be a brief, single encounter or 

the daily fellowship of years, Christian  
community is only this. We belong to one 
another only through and in Jesus Christ.        

Bonhoeffer 



Have confidence in your leaders and 
submit to their authority, because they 

keep watch over you as those who 
must give an account. Do this so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, 
for that would be of no benefit to you. 

Pray for us.  Hebrews 13:17-18  



New Living Translation 
Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as 
something to cling to. 
 

King James Bible 
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: 
 

New Revised Standard Version 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, 
 

New International Version 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 



Tiberius Claudius Nero 
Germanicus  41 AD – 54 AD 





I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave 
me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the 

glory I had with you before the world began.  John 17:4-5 

Detail from both 
Ascension and 

Second Coming icon 





The Already  
and Not Yet This evil Age 

(created time) 

The Age to 
Come 

(glorious 
freedom) 

Return/Judgement 

Resurrection/Ascension 



“Put in simple terms, in a post-pandemic world beset by 
unemployment, insufferable inequalities and angst about the 

environment, the ostentatious display of wealth will no longer be 
acceptable.” ― Klaus Schwab, COVID-19: The Great Reset 



Nero’s Torches 
 Henryk Siemiradzki 

 1876 



follow…come and see…stay and remain 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let 
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be 
anxious about anything…I can do all this through him who 

gives me strength.   Philippians 4:4-6, 13 



Father in heaven, you give good gifts to 
all who ask; risen and exalted Jesus, 

you promise always to be with us: be 
gracious to me this week and give your 
Holy Spirit in fresh measure that I may 
be guarded from evil, changed by truth 

and filled with power. Come, Holy 
Spirit, come. Amen. 


