
Heavenly Father, fill me today with
your Holy Spirit and cause me to

know the reality of your kingdom, 
so that I would be quick to share 
My goods and bold to speak your 

Word. Amen.



p a r t  t h r e e

R E V E L A T I O N







1. Address to the angel of the church

2. Description of Christ from opening vision
3. Commendation (except Laodicea) 
4. Condemnation (except Smyrna and Philadelphia)
5. Challenge

6. Eschatological promise

7. Invitation to listen/obey



“to the assembly…thus saith the Lord”

“what the Spirit says to the assemblies”



Ephesus:

- Pop: 200,000 – 250,000

- one of the five largest cities in the Empire

- largest commercial center in Asia

- large Jewish community





“I see a solid gold lampstand…

Zechariah 4:2 



He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Return to your role (first 

love) of being a visible 

witness to the gospel 

…otherwise you will not eat 

from the tree of Life. 



Smyrna:

- Pop: 75,000 – 100,000

- second city to become “temple-keeper”

- known for its loyalty to Rome

- large Jewish community

- wealthy



This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and 

Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I am the first and I 

am the last; apart from me there is no God.

Isaiah 44:6



Fiscus Judaicus = Jewish tax



“…in prison to test you…”



Do not be afraid of standing up for being a 

witness to the truth, willing to die for Christ

…otherwise you will not escape the lake of fire 

(the second death).

He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.



Pergamum:

- Pop: 120,000 – 200,000

- first city to become “temple-keeper”

- capital of the province of Asia

- seat of tribunal authority

- home to the alter of Zeus





When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord 

standing in the road with a drawn sword in 

his hand…Numbers 22:23



the people ate the sacrificial meal and bowed 

down before these gods [Baal of Peor]   

Numbers 25:2



“who followed Balaam’s advice and enticed 

the Israelites to be unfaithful to the Lord in the 

Peor incident”  Numbers 31:16



Balaam = rule over the people

Nicolaitan = overcomer of the people



Woe to them! …they have rushed for profit into 
Balaam’s error.   Jude 11

They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have 
done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad 

daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their 
pleasures while they feast with you. With eyes full of 

adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the 
unstable; they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 

They have left the straight way and wandered off to 
follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the 

wages of wickedness.  2 Peter 2:13-15



…so that they could not buy or sell unless 

they had the mark   Revelation 13:17



The nations will see your vindication,

you will be called by a new name that the 

mouth of the Lord will bestow.  Isaiah 62:2



He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Resist the temptation to compromise in areas 

of sexual immorality and materialism

…otherwise be counted as an enemy of Jesus 

and miss out on the eternal banquet.



Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 

and glorify God on the day he visits us.  1 Peter 2:12



Heavenly Father, give me today all 
that I need and help me to share with 
others; forgive my sins and help me to 
forgive others; keep me out of trouble 
and help me to stand by others; I ask 
these things according to your riches 

in glory in Christ Jesus. Amen.


