
As your chosen one, O God, holy 
and beloved by you, clothe me 

with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience; 

above all, clothe me with love, 
which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. Amen. 



p a r t  s i x

R E V E L A T I O N





See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has triumphed. He is able to open the 

scroll and its seven seals.









He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Ephesus – You have correct theology but you have 

lost your love for the lost. Hatred for sin has 

become hatred for sinners. Repent!

…otherwise you will not eat from the tree of Life. 



Smyrna – Your witness for truth has resulted in 

slander; the culture will hate you but do not fear 

the increase of persecution. Stand firm!

…otherwise you will not escape the lake of fire 

(the second death).

He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.



He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Pergamum – Your willingness to tolerate false 

teaching out of fear or for gain is beginning to 

result in sexual immorality and idolatry. Repent!

…otherwise be counted as an enemy of Jesus and 

miss out on the eternal banquet.



Thyatira:

- Pop: ?

- half the world’s trade passed through

- known for its trade guilds

- Apollo, Zeus’s son, is patron deity



Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of 

the Lord than any of those before him…he 

also married Jezebel and began to serve Baal 

and worship him.   1 Kings 16:31-32



Do I mean then that food sacrificed to an idol 
is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, 
but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to 

demons, not to God, and I do not want you to 
be participants with demons. You cannot drink 
the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; 
you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table 

and the table of demons.  
1 Corinthians 10:19-21 



A star will come out of 

Jacob; a scepter will rise out 

of Israel.  Numbers 24:17



He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Resist compromising your witness for economic 

gain or cultural acceptance or fear of persecution

…otherwise lose your inheritance of Jesus and 

lose your right to reign with him.



Sardis:

- Pop: 100,000

- largest and wealthiest of the 7 churches

- had been conquered twice by stealth

- largest synagogue in the ancient world





Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have 

taken away your sin, and I will put fine 

garments on you.”  Zechariah 3:4



He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Do not compromise your witness by agreeing with 

the ways of the world so that they love you…

otherwise your name will be removed from the 

book of life.



Philadelphia:

- Pop: ?

- “little Athens” because of so many temples

- rebuilt by Rome after AD 17 earthquake

- known as the “New City of Caesar”



I will place on his shoulder the key to the 

house of David; what he opens no one 

can shut, and what he shuts no one can 

open.   Isaiah 22:22



I do not ask that you take them out of 

the world, but that you keep them from 

the evil one.  John 17:5



He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Do not give in to the pressure to compromise…

hang in there; hold fast to the truth and you will 

have a permanent place in the city. But don’t hide 

in fear; the door for evangelism is wide open!



Laodicea:

- Pop: ?

- a very wealthy city with many banks

- famous for expensive black wool garments

- famous for its eye salve 



Listen! My beloved is 

knocking…



He who has an ear, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.

Do not trust in your self sufficiency; on your own 

you have nothing to offer a hurting world…

receive Jesus’ discipline and repent or you won’t 

share in his reign.  



Although they know God’s righteous decree that 
those who do such things deserve death, they not 

only continue to do these very things but also 
approve of those who practice them.  Romans 1:32



So that we may be an embracing 
and reconciling community, Lord 
Christ, let your peace rule in our 
hearts, let your word dwell in us 
richly, and let your name govern 

all that we say or do. Amen. 


