
The heavens are your heavens, O Lord, and 
from them you do whatever you please, but 
the earth you have given to human beings as 
your stewards; therefore I bless you, O Lord, 

from this time on and forevermore. Be 
mindful of me, O Lord, for you bless those 
who fear you, both small and great. Amen. 
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Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so 
that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts 
of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, 
but rather offer yourselves to God as those who 

have been brought from death to life; and offer the 
parts of your body to him as instruments of 

righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, 
because you are not under law, but under grace. 

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under 
law but under grace? By no means! 



Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to 
someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the 
one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, 
which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 



And the people said 
to Joshua, “We will 
serve the Lord our 

God and obey him.”
Joshua 24:24

Standing covenant stones at 
Gezer – Joshua 16



So all the elders of Israel 
gathered together and came 
to Samuel “…now appoint a 
king to lead us, such as all 
the other nations have.”   

1 Samuel 8:4-5



You [Israel] will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.   Exodus 19:6



So all the elders of Israel 
gathered together and came 
to Samuel “…now appoint a 
king to lead us, such as all 
the other nations have.”   

1 Samuel 8:4-5



David Sees 
Bathsheba 

Bathing
James Tissot 
(1836-1902)



He [the king you get] will take your 
sons and make them serve with his 

chariots and horses, and they will run 
in front of his chariots… He will take 
your daughters to be perfumers and 

cooks and bakers.
1 Samuel 8:11-13





Nathan the 
Prophet 

Confronts David 
Julius Schnorr
von Carolsfeld

1877



David and Bathsheba 
Lucas Cranach the 

Elder, 1534



David and Bathsheba
Gregory Peck and 

Susan Hayward, 1952



Bathsheba
Artemisia Gentileschi 

1645–1650



Bathsheba 
Mourns her 

Husband
James Tissot 
(1836-1902)



…whatever does not proceed from 
faith is sin. Romans 14:23



When tempted, no one should say, “God is 
tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by 

evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each 
person is tempted when they are dragged 
away by their own evil desire and enticed. 

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth 
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives 

birth to death.   James 1:13-15



The way we use 
power reflects 

either our 
faithfulness to 

God…. 
or our treason.



“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for the thousandth generation, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet 
by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the 
iniquity [consequences] of the parents upon the 
children and the children’s children to the third 

and the fourth generation.”   Exodus 34:6-7







Dear friends, I urge you, as 
foreigners and exiles, to 

abstain from sinful desires, 
which wage war against your 

soul. Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, 

though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day he visits us. 1 

Peter 2:11-12



Help me, O Lord, to be a faithful 
steward so that on the last day I might 
hear you say, “Well done, trustworthy 
servant; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.” Amen. 


