
You have blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it holy. This week, O Lord, I will 
not trample the Sabbath by pursuing 

my own interests or going my own 
way; rather, I will call the day a delight 
and honor it by taking delight in you. 

Amen.



Inhabiting The Story

- Week 21 of Normal Time -



Starting October 16



Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to 
someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the 
one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, 
which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though 
you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly 
obeyed the form of teaching to which you were 

entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves to righteousness.



The Judgement of 
Solomon

Peter Paul Reubens 1617
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The Visit of the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon
Edward Poynter, 1890





The Dream of Solomon Luca Giordano, 1693



About 10 km. 
between Gibeon 

and Jerusalem



For I too was a son to my father, 
still tender, and cherished by my 
mother. Then he taught me, and 
he said to me, “Take hold of my 
words with all your heart; keep 
my commands, and you will live. 
Get wisdom, get understanding; 
do not forget my words or turn 
away from them. Do not forsake
wisdom, and she will protect you;  love her, and she will watch 
over you. The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it 
cost all you have, get understanding.   Proverbs 4:3-7



If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you.  

James 1:5



I applied my mind to study and to explore by 
wisdom all that is done under the heavens

Then I applied myself to the understanding of 
wisdom

I applied my mind to everything done under the 
sun

I applied my mind to know wisdom



So I turned my mind to 
understand, to 

investigate and to search 
out wisdom and the 

scheme of things and to 
understand the stupidity 

of wickedness and the 
madness of folly.   
Ecclesiastes 7:25

King Solomon in Old Age
Gustav Doré, 1866





The Judgement of Solomon  Nicolas Poussin, 1649





There is a way that appears to be right, but in 
the end it leads to death…The wealth of the 

wise is their crown, but the folly of fools yields 
folly.  Proverbs 14:12;24

…whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to 
death, or to obedience, which leads to 

righteousness?



Wisdom 
Titian, 1560



“Now then, my children, listen to 
me; blessed are those who keep 

my ways. Listen to my instruction 
and be wise; do not disregard it. 
Blessed are those who listen to 

me, watching daily at my doors,
waiting at my doorway. For 

those who find me find life and 
receive favor from the Lord. But 
those who fail to find me harm 

themselves; all who hate me love 
death.”   Proverbs 8:32-36



The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, 

who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since 
what may be known about God is plain to them, 

because God has made it plain to them. For since the 
creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 

eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 
seen, being understood from what has been made, so 

that people are without excuse.  Romans 1:18-20



Genesis to         Revelation



The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Proverbs 9:10



but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.

The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge, 



Stop listening to 
instruction, my 

son, and you will 
stray from the 

words of 
knowledge.   

Proverbs 19:27



For although they knew God, they 
neither glorified him as God nor gave 

thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. Although they claimed 
to be wise, they became fools…they 

have no understanding, no fidelity, no 
love, no mercy.   Romans 1:21 and 31



Psalm 72 Of Solomon. Endow the king with your justice, O God, 
the royal son with your righteousness. May he judge your 
people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice. 

May the mountains bring prosperity to the people, the hills 
the fruit of righteousness. May he defend the afflicted 
among the people and save the children of the needy.



I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people—for kings [Trudeau] and all those in 

authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, 

and pleases God our Savior, who wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth.   1 Timothy 2:1-4



“The state…has the ultimate purpose of preserving 
the fabric of the human community as the context 

within which the churches work can be carried on… 
The bearers of political authority are in spite of 
themselves agents of the divine economy being 

used whether in rebellion or submission as agents 
of God's purpose… The function of the state in 

maintaining an ordered society is thereby a part of 
the divine plan for evangelization of the world.”   

John Howard Yoder 



“The Christian is called not to obey the state, 
which would imply actually receiving from the 

state his moral guidance, but to be subject, 
which means simply that he shall not rebel or 

seek to act as if the state were not there. 
Whether he obeys the state or finds that his 

submission must be in the form of disobedience 
and accepting punishment for it, will depend 

on what the state asks of him.” 





It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who 
has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption. 
1 Corinthians 1:30



Today, O Lord, I embrace by faith 
the good news of your promised 

rest, now and forever. Amen. 


