
I am not holy, O God, but in response 
to your grace and with the help your 

Spirit, I will seek to walk with integrity 
and do what is right, to speak the truth 

from my heart, to treat others as I 
would have them treat me, to love my 

neighbor as myself. Amen. 



Inhabiting The Story

- Week 22 of Normal Time -



Starting October 16



You have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves to righteousness. I put this in human terms 

because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as 
you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to 
impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now 

offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to 
holiness. 



As Solomon grew old, 
his wives turned his 

heart after other 
gods, and his heart 

was not fully devoted 
to the Lord his God, as 
the heart of David his 

father had been. 
1 Kings 11:4



The last and final 
word is this: Fear 

God. Do what he tells 
you. And that’s it.
Ecclesiastes 12:13

King Solomon in Old Age
Gustav Doré, 1866



ELISHA

971-931 BC



Naaman washes in the 
Jordan River

12th century Germany



Saddam was an Iraqi 
military general, praised by 
all as a valiant warrior and 

a great man. In fact, the 
Christian God had granted 

victory to Iraq through 
Saddam.   Hezekiel 23:5-8



“Because I know the harm you will do to the 
Israelites,” he answered. “You will set fire to their 

fortified places, kill their young men with the sword, 
dash their little children to the ground, and rip open 

their pregnant women.”  2 Kings 8:12

Tel Dan stele
Erected by King 

Hazael and 
discovered in 1993



The findings show that the narrative in the Hebrew Bible of 
the military campaigns of the Egyptians, Arameans, 

Assyrians and Babylonians were indeed correct.



Then I applied myself to the understanding 
of wisdom.   Ecclesiastes 1:17



Justin Knappp – 1.4 
million edits on 

Wikipedia…and counting.  

Steven Pruitt – 35, 000 original 
articles and over 3 million edits 
on Wikipedia…almost a third of 

the websites content. 



“By using our latest AI 
model, Multitask Unified 

Model (MUM), our systems 
can now understand the 

notion of consensus, which 
is when multiple high-

quality sources on the web 
all agree on the same fact.”

Pandu Nayak, VP of search 
at Google



See now that I myself am he!
There is no god besides me.

I put to death and I bring to 
life, I have wounded and I will 
heal, and no one can deliver 

out of my hand.   
Deuteronomy 32:39

Joram (853-841 B.C.) son 
of Ahab - “He did evil in 

the eyes of the Lord”



“And there were 
many in Israel with 
leprosy in the time 

of Elisha the 
prophet, yet not 
one of them was 
cleansed—only 

Naaman the 
Syrian.”   

Luke 4:27

Elisha and Gehazi, 
Lambert Jacobsz, 1629,



She said to her mistress, “If only 
my master would see the 

prophet who is in Samaria! He 
would cure him of his leprosy.”

Naaman’s servants went to him and said, 
“My father, if the prophet had told you to 
do some great thing, would you not have 
done it? How much more, then, when he 

tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 



The Call of Abram - Genesis 12:1-9

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless 
you;…and all peoples on earth will be blessed 

through you.” Genesis 12:2-3



Observe them carefully, for this will show your 
wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will 

hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding 

people.” What other nation is so great as to have 
their gods near them the way the LORD our God is 

near us whenever we pray to him? And what other 
nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees 

and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you 
today?   Deuteronomy 4:6-8



Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had 
taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served 

Naaman’s wife.



The Slave 
Market

Jean-Leon 
Gerome, 1866



The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it; for he founded 
it on the seas and established it on the waters.

Psalm 24:1



I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people—for kings and all those in authority, that 

we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God 
our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth.   1 Timothy 2:1-4



“Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: 
Instruction will go out from me; my justice will 

become a light to the nations. My righteousness 
draws near speedily, my salvation is on the 

way, and my arm will bring justice to the 
nations. The islands will look to me and wait in 

hope for my arm.”   Isaiah 51:4-5



A rest in the Desert
Otto Pilny, 1903 



But God chose the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 

world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things—and the
things that are not—to nullify 
the things that are, so that no 

one may boast before him.
1 Corinthians 1:27-29



“If such suffering of the innocent party 
strikes us as unjust, in an important 

sense it is unjust.”   Miroslav Volf



Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are 

doing.”   Luke 23:34





…but not before we pray that God would 
forgive us and others for doing and saying 

evil even when we knew better, and that we 
would be ready to forgive our enemy when 
they confess and repent, as we also confess 

of the evil we said and did.



In receiving Christ's broken body and spilled blood, 
we, in a sense, receive all those whom Christ 

received by suffering.



Lord God, Alpha and Omega, let 
your Kingdom - your shalom, your 
new society - come on earth as it is 
in heaven, as it will be in the New 
Jerusalem when you make your 

home among us. Amen. 


