
O Lord, you God of vengeance, you God of 
vengeance, shine forth! Rise up, O judge of the 
earth; give to the proud what they deserve! O 

Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall 
the wicked exult? How long, Almighty King? Come 
and bring justice with your ruling hand. How long, 
Good Shepherd? Gather your flock in your gentle 

arms. How long, O Sun of righteousness? Rise with 
healing in your rays. Amen.





Inhabiting The Story

- 2nd Advent -





We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 

we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope 

for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.   Romans 8:23-25





This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all   
those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build 
houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives 
for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that 
they too may have sons and daughters. Increase 
in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”   

Jeremiah 29:4-7



Post-exilic 
books



“Are we still God’s people in covenant relationship 
with him even though we live in exile?” 



Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 
exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 
wage war against your soul. Live such good 
lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the 

day he visits us.   1 Peter 2:11-12



For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are 
looking for the city that is to come. Hebrews 13:14



“The modern philosopher had told me again and 
again that I was in the right place, and I had still 

felt depressed even in acquiescence. But I had 
heard that I was in the wrong place, and my soul 
sang for joy, like a bird in spring. I knew now why 
grass had always seemed to me as queer as the 

green beard of a giant, and why I could feel 
homesick at home.”    G.K. Chesterton
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The Festival of Esther
Edward Armitage, 1865



He [Mordecai] wrote 
them to observe the 

days as days of 
feasting and joy and 

giving presents of 
food to one another 
and gifts to the poor.   

Esther 9:22



Providence: 

the foreseeing care and guidance
of God over the created cosmos



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll 
as something to be remembered and make sure that 

Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out 
the name of Amalek from under heaven.” Moses 

built an altar and called it ‘The Lord is my Banner’. 
He said, “Because hands were lifted up against the 
throne of the Lord, the Lord will be at war against 
the Amalekites from generation to generation.”   

Exodus 17:14-16





They triumphed

[conquered] 

over him by the blood of the Lamb and 
by the word of their testimony; they 
did not love their lives so much as to 
shrink from death.   Revelation 12:11



Everyone will hate you because of me, 
but the one who stands firm to the end 

will be saved.   Mark 13:13



Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 

and glorify God on the day he visits us.  1 Peter 2:12



How long, O Lord, must we suffer 
under evil and darkness? Shine your 

light on me this day, that my life 
would point to your coming glory, by 
which the world will be healed and 
your people set free through Jesus 

Christ, the Light of the World. Amen. 


