
I bow my head toward the earth, O Lord, and 
worship you; pardon my iniquity and sin that I 
might be part of that great throng of people 
whom you will take to yourself as a rightful 

inheritance. If I have found favor in your sight, 
O Lord, I pray let your presence go with me 

this day and bless me in all that I say and do, 
for your name’s sake. Amen.



Inhabiting The Story
- Neighbor sand Self - 



1. The Cycle of Light (God With US) – Dec. to Feb.

2. The Cycle of Life (God For US) – March to May

3. The Cycles of Love (God Through US)

BETHLEHEM

CALVARY

PENTECOST

Ordinary time: World and Church - (8 weeks)
The church scattered – The church gathered

Ordinary time: Neighbor and Self - (8 weeks)
Caring for others – Caring for self

Ordinary time: Work and Rest - (8 weeks)
Fulfilling our duties – Enjoying our rest 



“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord 
your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name.”



Preaching Plan
YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4

September to 
Christmas

OT OT OT OT

Christmas to 
Easter

Matthew Mark Luke John

Easter to 
Pentecost

Early church 
Acts/Romans

Early church 
Acts/Romans

Early church 
Acts/Romans

Early church 
Acts/Romans

Pentecost to 
September

Romans Pauline Non-Pauline Revelation



I have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you 

do not believe; how then 
will you believe if I 
speak of heavenly 
things?   John 3:12



“Evolution is unproved and unprovable 
but we believe it because the only 

alternative is special creation and that is 
unthinkable” 

Sir Arthur Keith



Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does 
not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit 

of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and 
even now is already in the world.   1 John 4:2-3





GOD
(theism)

EVERYTHING 
THAT EXISTS

(monism)

CREATION

Biblical Creation                              Naturalism



“What naturalism cannot 
accept is the idea of a God 
who stands outside nature 

and made it.”

1.No rival gods

2.God is not 
merely a bigger 
version of us

3.The universe is 
not necessary



1.  No rival gods
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God, and everyone who loves the father 
loves his child as well. This is how we know that 
we love the children of God: by loving God and 

carrying out his commands.   1 John 5:1-2

“Anyone who loves me will obey 
my teaching.”    Jesus



2. God is not a bigger version of us

One God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.   Ephesians 4:6

Because God remains transcendent his 
immanence is an immanence of 

involvement with the world, not of 
identity as the world.



3. The universe is not necessary

The God who made the world and 
everything in it is the Lord of heaven 

and earth and does not live in temples 
built by human hands. And he is not 

served by human hands, as if he 
needed anything. Rather, he himself 
gives everyone life and breath and 

everything else.   Acts 17:24-25





“God saw that it 
was good.”

1.No rival gods

2.God is not 
merely a bigger 
version of us

3.The universe is 
not necessary





The wicked man suffers 
torment…he despairs…he 

wanders…distress and anguish fill 
him…troubles overwhelm him

    

…because he 
shakes his fist at 

God!   Job 15



For God so loved…



And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 

“Look! God’s dwelling place 
is now among the people, 

and he will dwell with them. 
They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with 
them and be their God.

Revelation 21:3



As you have forgiven me an 
enormous debt, O merciful 
Father, enable me by your 

Spirit to forgive those who owe 
me in any way. Amen.
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