
Lord Jesus Christ, You are the most 
high, you have ascended into 

Heaven, you sit enthroned at the 
right hand of the Father and you are 
sovereign over all the earth: praise 
to you, Lord Christ, joyful praise to 

you! Amen. 



Inhabiting The Story
- Week 6 of Easter -



He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. 
After he said this, he was 
taken up before their very 

eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight.   Acts 1:3, 9

The Ascension, Rembrandt, c.1636,



In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. God saw that the light was good, and he 

separated the light from the darkness. 





FAITH VS. WORKS



Issue under discussion: “Unless you are 
circumcised, according to the custom taught by 

Moses, you cannot be saved.”   Acts 15:1

We believe it is through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as 

they are.”   Acts 15:11

Resolution: No!



When I saw that they were not acting in line with 
the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas [Peter] in 

front of them all…   Galatians 2:14



How beautiful on the 
 mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news [gospel] who 

proclaim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who 

say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”   
Isaiah 52:7

In Jesus, Isaiah’s prophecy has come true at last!



Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in 

advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed 
through you.”   Galatians 3:8

The Lord had said to Abram…“all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.”   Genesis 12:3

Gospel =



“For my eyes have seen your salvation, which 
you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory 
of your people Israel.”   Luke 2:33

I will keep you and will make you to be a 
covenant for the people and a light for the 

Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free 
captives from prison and to release from the 

dungeon those who sit in darkness.   Isaiah 42:6-7



Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: 
“…we now turn to the Gentiles. For this is what the 
Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a light 

for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 
the ends of the earth.’”



Paul wasn’t upset that Jews were 
obeying the law; the what wasn’t the 
issue. For him, it was the why; he was 
upset with the idea that acceptance 

with God could only be had if one lived 
in accordance with the law of Moses

...if one became a Jew.



For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.   

Ephesians 2:8-9

How are Christians saved?

1. By faith in Christ
2. By the faith of Christ
3. By God's faithfulness



For no matter how many 
promises God has made, they are 

in Christ.   2 Corinthians 1:20



FAITH VS. WORKS ?



?

?
?
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Faith of 
Christ

Faith in 
Christ

God’s 
Faithfulness

Romans 
10:17



For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who 

believes: first to the Jew, then to the 
Gentile.   Romans 1:16



He has saved us and called us to a 
holy life—not because of anything 
we have done but because of his 
own purpose and grace. This grace 
was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the beginning of time, but it has 
now been revealed through the appearing of our 
Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and 
has brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel.      2 Timothy 1:9-10



“But my righteous one will live 
by faith. And I take no pleasure
    in the one who shrinks back.”

 But we do not belong to those 
who shrink back and are 

destroyed, but to those who 
have faith and are saved.

Hebrews 10:38-39



I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no 

longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I now 
live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave 

himself for me.
Galatians 2:20



Lord God, by your immeasurably great power, 
you raised Christ Jesus from the dead and 

seated him at your right hand in the heavenly 
places far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, with a name greater 

than any other name, not only in this age but 
also in the age to come; glory and honor to 

you risen and ascended King! Amen. 
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