


Parousia – a more technical noun which 

is difficult to translate and has much 

more depth of meaning than simply 

“coming” or “appearing” but means 

“presence” 

 

Eschatology  – the study of last things; 
the task of discerning from Scripture about 
the purposes of God for people in this 
world. 

 









1)Monism – if we are material only, then death 

is the end of existence. 

2)Dualism - death is transmission from one state 

to another; in the west (from platonic thinking) 
from the material to the immaterial.  

3)Reincarnation – transmission, but not from 

one realm to another but a return to the present 
realm; normally within a materialistic realm 

4)Resurrection – rising again to life. 



Brothers and sisters, we do not want 
you to be uninformed about those who 

sleep in death, so that you do not 
grieve like the rest of mankind, who 

have no hope. For we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and so we believe 

that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him.    

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 





For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, 

with the voice of the archangel and with 
the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who 
are still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air.    
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 



1. Ammillennialism 

Ascension 

Church Age = “Millennial 
Reign of Christ” 

Christ’s Return  

Judgment 

Heaven 

Hell 



2. Postmillennialism 

Ascension 

Church Age 

Christ’s Return  

Judgement 

Heaven 

Hell 

Millennium 

Imperceptible start 
of millennium 



3. Historic Premillennialism 

Ascension 

Church Age = 
“Inaugurated 

Kingdom” 

 – “Already” 

Christ’s Return  

Judgment 

Heaven 

Millennium – 
“Vindicated 
Kingdom” 

-“not yet”) 

Hell 



-Amillennialist in expectation (i.e., the 
coming of Christ marks the consummation 
of his promised Kingdom) 
-Postmillennialist in spirit (i.e., I believe that 
the preaching of the Gospel will be 
accompanied with tangible effect both to 
individuals and corporate society) 
-Premillennial in form (i.e., that Christ will 
visibly vindicate his Kingship before all 
peoples, even under conditions when the 
earth is not yet purged of all its evil) 



Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here!  2 Corinthians 5:17 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Matthew 6:9-10 



Ascension 

The present age (the old 
heaven and earth) 

Christ’s Return  

Heaven 

Hell 

The age to come (the 
new heaven and earth) 



This diagram is probably in many people’s mind: 

 

    God   Satan 

       |         | 

             Heaven                   Hell 

       |         | 

            “Saved”            “Lost” 
 



“Hell is outside the bliss and rapture of 
the Kingdom but not outside the rule 
of the kingdom. It is not outside the 

sphere of God’s sovereign love. Those 
in hell are outside the body of Christ, 
the holy community, but they remain 

under the rule of Christ. God’s 
steadfast love encompasses even 
those who transgress God’s law.” 

-Donald Bloesch  



What happens at this final “appearing/coming”? 
1) The Resurrection of the Dead (1 Cor 15: 23) 
2) The Handing over of all authority to God, after 

he has destroyed all enemies. (1 Cor 15:24) 
3) The Judgment of all living and dead (2 Tim 4:1) 
4) The New Heavens and Earth are established 

(Rev 21:1) 
5) God accomplishes his purposes and dwells 

with his people (Rev. 21:2-3) 



Kingdom of God begun! At Creation by 
Word (Jn 1:3)  
 

Kingdom of God won! When Christ was 
resurrected 
 

Kingdom of God rung! At Pentecost 
(witness by Spirit) 
 

Kingdom of God done! When the last 
enemy (death) has been triumphed 
over. 


