




“In the beginning, God…” 
Genesis 1:1 



 I have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you do 
not believe; how then will 

you believe if I speak of 
heavenly things? John 3:12 



Moses then wrote down 
everything the LORD had said. 

Exodus 24:4 



Keep this Book of the Law always on 
your lips; meditate on it day and night, 

so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will 

be prosperous and successful.  
Joshua 1:8 



…and how from infancy you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness,…    2 Timothy 3:15-16 



Jesus: 
Luke 11:51—Abel was a real individual 
Matthew 24:37-39—Noah and the flood 
John 8:56-58—Abraham 
Matthew 10:15; 11:23, 24 —Sodom and Gomorrah 
Luke 17: 28-32—Lot (and wife!) 
Matthew 8:11—Isaac and Jacob  
John 6:31, 49, 58—Manna 
John 3:14—Serpent 
Matthew 12:39-41—Jonah (vs. 42—Sheba) 
Matthew 24:15—Daniel and Isaiah 
Mark 10:6-8 – Adam and Eve 



Luke viewed the lineage back to Jesus as 
historical in Luke 3 
  

John viewed Cain and Abel as historical 
figures in 1 John 3:12 
  

Paul:  
1. 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, 45 – Adam as first man 
2. Romans 5:12-19 – death entered the world through 

Adam  
3. 1 Corinthians 11:8-9; 1 Timothy 2:13 – Adam and 

Eve 

The author of Hebrews also assumes an 
historical lineage in chapter 11 





“During the Middle Ages, the Catholic Church actively 
supported a great deal of science, which it also kept 
control of when speculation could impinge on theology. 
Furthermore and contrary to popular belief, the Church 
never supported the idea that the earth was flat, never 
banned human dissection, never banned zero and 
certainly never burnt anyone at the stake for scientific 
ideas.” 
“Popular opinion, journalistic cliché and misinformed 
historians notwithstanding, recent research has shown 
that the Middle Ages were a period of enormous advances 
in science, technology and culture. The compass, paper, 
printing, stirrups and gunpowder all appeared in Western 
Europe between AD 500 and AD 1500.”     James Hannam 



“Thou hast ordered all 
things in measure and 
number and weight.” 



“Had it not been for the rise of the literal 
interpretation of the Bible and the 

subsequent appropriation of biblical 
narratives by early modern scientists, 

modern science may not have arisen at all. 
In sum, the Bible and its literal 

interpretation have played a vital role in the 
development of Western science.” 

Peter Harrison 



“Here is a final paradox. Recent work on 
early modern science has demonstrated a 
direct (and positive) relationship between 

the resurgence of the Hebraic, literal 
exegesis of the Bible in the Protestant 

Reformation, and the rise of the empirical 
method in modern science. I’m not 

referring to wooden literalism, but the 
sophisticated literal-historical hermeneutics 

that Martin Luther and others (including 
Newton) championed.”   Stephen Snobelen 



Francis Bacon (1561–1626) 



Charles Lyell (1797–1875) 



I trust I shall make my sketch of the 
progress of geology popular. Old [Rev. John] 
Fleming is frightened and thinks the age will 
not stand my anti-Mosaical conclusions and 

at least that the subject will for a time 
become unpopular and awkward for the 

clergy, but I am not afraid. I shall out with 
the whole but in as conciliatory a manner 

as possible.   Charles Lyell 



If we don’t irritate, which I fear that we may 
(though mere history), we shall carry all 

with us. If you don’t triumph over them, but 
compliment the liberality and candour of 

the present age, the bishops and 
enlightened saints will join us in despising 

both the ancient and modern physico-
theologians. It is just the time to strike, so 
rejoice that, sinner as you are, the Q.R. is 

open to you.   Charles Lyell 



“Lyell also sold geology some snake oil. He 
convinced geologists that … all past processes 

acted at essentially their current rates (that 
is, those observed in historical time). This 
extreme gradualism has led to numerous 
unfortunate consequences, including the 

rejection of sudden or catastrophic events in 
the face of positive evidence for them, for no 

reason other than that they were not 
gradual.”    W.D. Allmon 




